Challenging Reading Comprehension
Timed Target Practice Drills

!
Exercise 4 - Skill: True/False/Not Given!
!

Read the short passage and decide if the statements are true (T), false (F) or not given
(NG). Allow 5 minutes.!
① Most students in secondary school have an ambition, in other words, a goal
for their future in terms of studying and their aspiration for their careers. Many
youngsters deem certain careers highly attractive. These include medicine.
Most people hold doctors in the highest of esteem. Some may have
misguided ideas, though, about what it takes to be a doctor.!

!

② Doctors often have extremely high status in society and many also have high
earning potential. However, medicine is not for everyone - and those who set
their sights only on monetary reward and social recognition may enter the
profession for the wrong reasons.!

!

!
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③ Firstly, I personally can testify to the fact that the years training to become a
doctor can be gruelling. A long period in medical school is followed by years
of hands-on training in hospitals during rotations through different specialities.
Many students think medical school is hard until they set foot into the ‘real’
world. They have no time for their own lives. Starting each rotation means
being at the bottom of the heap and often being mistreated by seniors. These
young doctors work long hours and have to do all the ‘dogs’ work. They have
to learn to be good diagnosticians in able to treat as well as how to interact
with patients. Developing a good bedside manner, for example, is essential.!
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④ Once a doctor is fully trained, going into private practice is far from a breeze.
They need to get a lot of experience under their belt before stepping out and
setting up a practice. Most doctors are in their late 30s or early 40s before
they can do so and earning a reputation is an uphill task and only comes
through sheer hard work and genuine care for patients. On top of that, getting
the graduation certificate does not mean the end of learning. Keeping up with
the modern world requires ongoing training thanks to the constant
developments in drugs and technology. Only a minority achieve great
success although most do command good salaries.!

!

!

⑤ In a nutshell, aspiring to be a doctor is admirable, but anyone with dreams of
entering this field must be prepared for the work necessary and not choose it
simply for the rewards. Also, it is a lifelong commitment. Life is about giving,
not receiving and the same goes for a doctor.

1 The writer went to medical school.

_______

2 All doctors earn high salaries.

_______

3 Medical textbooks are continually updated to reflect new knowledge.

_______

4 Doctors are required by law to continue to attend university after
initially qualifying as doctors.

_______

5 According to the writer, students who aspire to become doctors may
not fully understand the demands of such a career.

_______
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Exercise 4 - Skill: True/False/Not Given!
!

Read the short passage and decide if the statements are true (T), false (F) or not given
(NG). Allow 5 minutes.!
① Most students in secondary school have an ambition, in other words, a goal
for their future in terms of studying and their aspiration for their careers. Many
youngsters deem certain careers highly attractive. These include medicine.
Most people hold doctors in the highest of esteem. Some may have
misguided ideas, though, about what it takes to be a doctor.!

!

② Doctors often have extremely high status in society and many also have high
earning potential. However, medicine is not for everyone - and those who set
their sights only on monetary reward and social recognition may enter the
profession for the wrong reasons.!

!

!
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③ Firstly, I personally can testify to the fact that the years training to become a
doctor can be gruelling. A long period in medical school is followed by years
of hands-on training in hospitals during rotations through different specialities.
Many students think medical school is hard until they set foot into the ‘real’
world. They have no time for their own lives. Starting each rotation means
being at the bottom of the heap and often being mistreated by seniors. These
young doctors work long hours and have to do all the ‘dogs’ work. They have
to learn to be good diagnosticians in able to treat as well as how to interact
with patients. Developing a good bedside manner, for example, is essential.!
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④ Once a doctor is fully trained, going into private practice is far from a breeze.
They need to get a lot of experience under their belt before stepping out and
setting up a practice. Most doctors are in their late 30s or early 40s before
they can do so and earning a reputation is an uphill task and only comes
through sheer hard work and genuine care for patients. On top of that, getting
the graduation certificate does not mean the end of learning. Keeping up with
the modern world requires ongoing training thanks to the constant
developments in drugs and technology. Only a minority achieve great
success although most do command good salaries.!

!
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⑤ In a nutshell, aspiring to be a doctor is admirable, but anyone with dreams of
entering this field must be prepared for the work necessary and not choose it
simply for the rewards. Also, it is a lifelong commitment. Life is about giving,
not receiving and the same goes for a doctor.

1 The writer went to medical school.

T

2 All doctors earn high salaries.

F

3 Medical textbooks are continually updated to reflect new knowledge.

T

4 Doctors are required by law to continue to attend university after
initially qualifying as doctors.
5 According to the writer, students who aspire to become doctors may
not fully understand the demands of such a career.
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