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Why Mind-map for writing?

What is a Mind-map?
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How they work?
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Visual representation of your ideas.

Intro

Good points
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Conclusion

Logical Flow > HIGH MARKS

Read the question
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Step 1

You are entering an essay competition entitled “Life in Hong
Kong”. In it, you are going to argue why Hong Kong is a
good place to live. Use the mind map to help structure your
points and paragraphs.

Step 2

Start with a Central Idea
Basics:

Central Idea = the topic of your writing
Each large branch is a topic sentence and a NEW PARAGRAPH
Each large branch is a supporting sentence in the paragraph
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What does a Mind-map look like?
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Use colour if you like!
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Brainstorm on a piece of paper
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Step 3

Now think of main points
These will be your branches: TOPIC SENTENCES
Then add your details. Write single words.
Keep thinking about the question
Go back to it every 5 minutes!
Look for MAIN POINTS for your branches
When you write, you will follow them
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Brainstorm ideas and come up with something like this:

m

sa

Elite English Skills

Book 3

Elite English Skills

Mind-Maps

Book 3

Reference Answer
Life in Hong Kong!
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Hong Kong is a very popular place to live for both locals and expatriates. Although some
people criticise it for reasons such as pollution, there are many advantages to living here
and residents have a great quality of life. This view is supported by the great food we have
here, the great shopping and also the best of both city and country living.

pl

To begin with, Hong Kong is known as a food paradise, offering many types of food from
Japanese Sushi to Korean Barbecue with prices and quality ranging from cheap to the
height of luxury. There is also a wide range of fast food available, including overseas
giants such as KFC and local specialties such as noodles and pineapple buns. Also
popular is Hong Kong street food, including traditional items such as smelly bean curd.
There is something for everyone.
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Besides food, the shopping here is fantastic, hence Hong Kong is known as a shopping
haven. People can buy anything from the cheapest junk to the highest end products.
Shoppers can choose to go to high class malls like Ocean Centre and top brand stores
although the queues may be as long as the River Nile! At the other extreme are street
markets like Temple Street offering cheap accessories and knick-knacks. It is not difficult
to see why shopping is such a popular activity in Hong Kong!
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My final point about Hong Kong being a wonderful place to live is that residents can have
the best of both worlds. It is possible to live in the city but then escape to the country. In
the city there is the convenience of great transportation and entertainment and unlimited
activities. On the other hand, the country offers beautiful scenery and fresh air in a
fantastic environment with trees everywhere and places to hike like Sai Kung. So residents
really have both convenience and relaxation at their fingertips.
To sum up, Hong Kong is undeniably one of the best places to live and I consider it a great
privilege to live here with great food, shopping and the best of city and country
environments.

Linking - for each paragraph and within paragraphs
Keep coming back to the main point - end each paragraph to remind the reader.

